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The Northeast Ohio Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing (NEOM-
FA) is a consortium of Cleveland State University, Kent State Univer-
sity, The University of Akron and Youngstown State University that
allows students to take classes on four different campuses and earn
a degree from a single unified writing program. Emerging writers
may study in four genres - creative non-fiction, fiction, playwriting
and poetry - and take advantage of the resources offered on all four
campuses.

Compounding the resources of the four participating universities—
Cleveland State University, Kent State University, University of Ak-
ron and Youngstown State University—the NEOMFA's unique design
enables students to engage with university presses, campus literary
magazines, poetry centers, reading series, high-profile visiting writ-
ers as well as the regional community outside the university. Stu-
dents have access to the bounty of arts organizations, performance
venues, and writers’ conferences in Northeast Ohio and beyond.

NEOMFA regularly holds sponsored readings and workshops with
nationally recognized and celebrated writers. In the past, we have
welcomed Edwidge Danticat, Mark Doty, Phillip Lopate, Heather
McHugh, Fredrick Reiken, Michael Martone, Naomi Wallace, Sarah
Vowell and Miranda July.
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PROGRAM NOTE

Welcome to the kickoff of 2024, and our first productions
of the year. convergence-continuum has been fortunate to produce
the NEOMFA Playwirights festival for the past twelve years. This
special hallmark of our year allows us to work on world-premiere
scripts, and to work with many new playwrights, and actors. By
challenging ourselves with these new scripts, we also provide a time
for our audiences, new and old, to experience stories that they have
never seen before. This year we have three amazing scripts covering
a variety of topics and experiences spread out over two weeks. Two
full-length productions and one tenOminute piece, with 14 actors
between them. | hope you enjoy your look into these new works.

As we gear up for our full 2024 season, please check out
our upcoming season, as well as a few new features we have added
for the season. We are really excited to present five scripts new to
Cleveland, as well as the continuation of our tweener series, with
details rolling out over the next few weeks. Come back and see us
again as we continue to produce work you won’t see anywhere else
in Northeast Ohio.

Enjoy!

Cory Molner

Executive Artistic Director
convergence-continuum



CONVERGENCE-CONTINUUM MISSION

The mission of convergence-continuum has always been to
produce theatre that expands human imagination and extends
the conventional boundaries of language, structure, space, and
performance; to produce plays and experiences that challenge
the conventional notions of what theatre is. We strive to
resist the easy approach of offering up theatre as a mirror to
society and instead posit theatre that asks, “What is possible?”
We value plays that innovate, that provoke deeply personal
responses and that engage pressing societal questions.
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CONVERGENCE-CONTINUUM PRESENTS:
The NEOMFA Playwrights Festival Week 2

Distant Stars

b Yy Heather R Sutherin

DIRECTED BY Katelyn Cornelius

Cast
Nicholas Chokan ...t Lucifer
Kim WOOAWOIh.......cooueeeeeereeeeeeeeee e Michael
Keith KOINQJCIK ..vveveeeeeieeeeeteetceetetcetetceetetcteetet et ve s ss e s e Al
Production Staff
StAZE MANAZEN ...ttt s b aennens Andy Zicari
Lighting DESIGNEr....coouieeeieeieceeteeceereeceeeeereevere e Robert Wachala
Sound/Projection DESIZNEr.......ceeeeeeevereeeeerereeereceeeenns Cory Molner
SCENIC DESIZNEN ...ttt evenenens Scott Zolkowski

There will be one 5-minute pause after DISTANT STARS to set up
for CEMETERY CALLING. We ask that patrons remain in thier seats
for this break.



CONVERGENCE-CONTINUUM PRESENTS:
The NEOMFA Playwrights Festival Week 2

Cemetery calling

by Eric Mansfield

DIRECTED BY Léo Fez

Cast
AMANAA NYXouriiititeeeeeeeccrct ettt se s ess e essens Faith
CoNNOT KIONN ettt Lucas
Keith KOrnajCiK ...ceoveeeeeereieeereeeereeereeceeeee e ese e Walter, Paul
Clare SCOLE et Grace
Patrick D. WaAINEI ...ttt Niles

StAgE MANAZEN ...ttt s e s e seene Andy Zicari
Lighting DESIZNEN......ooueereeerereeereeeeeteeeereeere e Robert Wachala
Sound/Projection DeSIgNer .......ccoeeeeeeeevereeeerreeeeeeeeeaenens Cory Molner
SCENIC DESINEN ...ttt ese s s snesens Scott Zolkowski

There will be one ten-minute intermission during
CEMETERY CALLING



THE PLAYWRIGHT

Heather (Fish) Sutherin (Distant Stars) is a Fiction writer in the
NEOMFA program with a secondary focus in Playwriting. They enjoy
writing genres such as horror and horror-comedy, and about topics
like religion, environmentalism, and political intrigue. Much of their
inspiration comes from a steady diet of sci-fi and true crime media
such as Babylon 5 and Secrets of the Morgue. Distant Stars is their
first play to ever be produced and is the beginning of a larger work-
in-progress.

Eric Mansfield (Cemetery Calling) is an Emmy Award-Winning TV
Journalist with WKYC-TV, retired U.S. Army Officer and Dramatist
Guild member continuing his passion for storytelling through play-
writing. CEMETERY CALLING joins TRIAL BY FIRE, BARON OF
BROWN STREET, and WHITESVILLE among Eric’s full-length plays
from the NEOMFA program to be produced. Recent recognition
includes the 2023 Jean Kennedy Smith National Playwriting Award
- 2nd place - for BARON from the Kennedy Center in Washington
D.C. He also received the “Best New Play by a Local Playwright”
Award in 2022 from the Cleveland Critics Circle and the Arts Alive
Award for the Emerging Artist by Summit Artspace.

THE COMPANY

Nicholas Chokan (Lucifer) would like to thank Eva, Laura, and every-
one else at Con-Con for this incredible opportunity. Recent credits
include; People, Places & Things at None Too Fragile Theatre, Step Nine
at Borderlight Fringe CLE, and Bulletproof Backpack at Tri-C West. He
wishes to thank the cast, crew and all of you. Thank YOU for support-
ing the arts!

Katelyn Cornelius (Director, Distant Stars) is thrilled to be back at
Con-Con, this time in the director’s chair. Katelyn has been an actor,
teaching artist, director, and arts administrator in the Cleveland area
for the last decade. Some favorite projects include Doug is a D-Bag
(as Rose/creative team, Cleveland Public Theater), Sister Act (as Sis-
ter Mary Robert, Karamu House), Aesop’s Pirate Adventure (as Red
Beard, Talespinner Children’s Theater), Red Onion, White Garlic (Di-
rector, Talespinner Children’s Theater), The Excavation (actor/creative
team, Maelstrom), and The Most Fabulous Story Ever Told (Cheryl/
Con-Con).



Léo Fez (Director- Cemetery Calling, Technical Director) Léo is pleased
to be back for their 3rd NEOMFA festival and to be directing a piece
for the second year in a row. Previous credits with con-con include Di-
rector for Laura Barbieri's ‘23 piece We Call It Family, Assistant Sound
Designer for Exit, Pursued by a Bear, and Son-type characters in Neigh-
borhood 3. Other local credits include Brian in Avenue Q (CSU), Stage
Manager for The Mousetrap (Weathervane), and Co-Director, Light/
Sound Design, and Ensemble in Miracle on 34th Street (Medina Show-
biz). Yeah, they do a little bit of everything. Thank you for supporting
live theatre.

Connor Krohn (Lucas) is an actor student at Baldwin Wallace Univer-
sity. He's previously been involved in the BW productions Dread Fas-
cination, and Crimes of the Heart. This is Connor’s first show with con-
vergence continuum and he thanks the cast and crew for their open
welcome and support, they've been beyond influential in his growth.
As always, he thanks his friends and family for their love and interest in
his career. www.connorkrohn.weebly.com

Keith Kornajcik (Al “Distant Stars”/Walter “Cemetery Calling”) Keith is
glad to be back at con-con, where he previously appeared in “20th Cen-
tury Way” and “Neighborhood 3”. He has practiced his craft at theatres
all over Cleveland. Recent roles include Lord Byron in “Ada and the En-
gine” and the Sheriff in “August: Osage County”. When not acting, he
performs in the avant-rock band Home and Garden. Thanks to Barb &
Scott Krauss, Team Tabby, and Meghan.

Cory Molner (Executive Artistic Director, Sound Designer) Serves as
Executive Artistic Director, Designer and Director at convergence-con-
tinuum. Past directing credits at con-con: In the Blood, In The Closet,
Harbor, Wolves, Based on a Totally True Story, MilkMilkLemonade, Museum
Play, White and Neighborhood 3, and others. Design credits are numer-
ous. Favorites: Brainpeople, Buried Child and Five Flights. By day he works
for Tri-C. Thank you for supporting live theatre.

Amanda Nyx (Faith) is excited to be making her con-con debut with this
brilliant new play! Amanda has been seen both on, back, and off stage
at various theaters around Cleveland, with recent credits including All in
the Timing (Mrs Trotsky) and Newsies (Hannah). Outside of the theater,
she is also a fire dancer, teaching artist, and installation artist. Amanda



would like to thank the cast and crew for an incredible collaboration.
Additional thanks to Mickey, Ken, Jen, Dave, Cory, and Greg for all the
constant support that has brought her theater dreams to life.

Clare Scott (Grace) has been involved in theatre since high school, and,
while she took a long hiatus after grad school, she is happy to be on-
stage on a regular basis again. This is her fourth time performing in a
NEOMFA production and she is looking forward to continued involve-
ment at convergence-continuum and other Cleveland theatres. Clare
would like to thank her friends and family for their support. She dedi-
cates her performance to the memory of Adam Harry.

Robert Wachala (Lighting Designer) has spent time with many local
companies in the Cleveland area over the last decade working with Tri-
C, Near West Theatre, and LiveNation among others. He is excited to
bring another NEOMFA to life in collaboration with this talented team.
He served as festival lighting design for the 2023 season as well. Re-
cent credits include Wonderland Wives and After the Blast with con-
vergence-continuum, We Will Rock You, Bulletproof Backpack, All In
the Timing, Laws of Affection, and Death of a Salesman with Tri-C. He
is thrilled to continue crossing the con-con threshold. He would like to
thank all those who have supported and mentored him along the way
including his parents, family, friends, and his wonderful ever present
partner, Eva!

Patrick D.Warner (Niles) is a musician, actor, poet, and writer from
Cleveland, Ohio. Patrick is a two-time member of the One mic open
Cleveland youth poetry slam team (2015-2016) competing in the in-
ternational poetry slam competition Brave New voices. He has since
released multiple songs on Spotify, Apple Music, Soundcloud, etc.. He
has acted in plays such as Karamu's Stokes: Believe in Cleveland as
the young Carl Stokes, | Am Langston as Langston Hughes, Cleveland
public theater’s Candlelight Hypothesis, convergence continuum’s Af-
ter the Blast, and Akron Civic’s The Blke and Ollie Show. A graduate of
Shaker Heights High and Cuyahoga Community College in the record-
ing arts and technology program, and a former artist mentor/performer
for the hip hop organization Refresh collective. Patrick continues to
evolve and blaze his trail in the Cleveland scene.



Kim Woodworth (Rose Wells/Michael) is a graduate of The Univer-
sity of Akron Theatre Arts program. Favorite roles include: Don’t
Wander Off (Hannah Sloane) with Theater Ninjas, New World Perfor-
mance Lab’s A Couple of Poor, Polish-Speaking Romanians (Woman),
The Pillowman (Tupolski) and Corpus Christi (Judas) with Heads Up
Productions, and Hamlet: The Musical! (Queen Gertrude) with Ohio
Shakespeare Festi

val. She last appeared in Six-Bullets Faith with the NEOMFA Play-
wrights Festival, in which this will be her eighth year performing.

Andy Zicari (Stage Manager, Weekend 2) is a proud Cleveland
Heights native and graduate of Oberlin College and Conservatory. He
enjoys managing stages across Greater Cleveland, and will be opening
Something Clean at Dobama Theatre and Last Stop on Market Street
at Talespinner Children’s Theatre in the coming month. Andy sends
thanks to his parents, his ever-loving boyfriend, and especially his kit-
ten Alfalfa, who welcomes him home even when he returns from re-
hearsal very late.

Scott Zolkowski (Scenic Designer, Production Manager) conver-
gence-continuum is truly his home away from home and has been a
company member since 2010. Scott currently serves as the Produc-
tion and Operations Manager. Since joining the company, he has stage
managed, acted, directed, lit, set designed and costumed numerous
shows. Some of his favorite credits are; MilkMilkLemonade (Costumes),
In the Blood (Set), Brainpeople (SM), Angry F*gs (Director) and Wonderland
Wives (Director). Thank you for supporting live theatre.



“Stonewall Jackson coughs, and out comes glitter.” Stonewallin’ is a
gueer coming-of-age story in the American South full of witchcraft,
war re-enactors, and ghosts. The winner of the inaugural So.Queer
Playwriting Contest, Stonewallin’ explores the gap between symbolic
politics and material politics in racial history and offers an account of
attraction rarely seen on stage.

The witches are up to something in the small-town South. When Mar-
sha moves from Berkeley to Virginia to reconnect with her family’s
roots, she finds a barista with an astrology obsession, a Confederate
monument gone missing, and the makings of a bisexual love story — if
she wants it. With humanity, humor, and as many layers as a biscuit,
this new play explores the families we choose, the families we don't,
and the folks making magic in a changing South.



CONVERGENCE-CONTINUUM SEASON SUBSCRIPTIONS

We at convergence-continuum are very excited to welcome you back
to a full season of theatre at convergence-continuum. We have an
action packed season planned for you as we continue to revitalize our
theatre and provide new experiences to you.

Ticket sales and grants cover less than 60% of the cost of presenting
a season at convergence-continuum. Its donations from individual
patrons like you that play a huge part in allowing us to continue to
present the uniquely up close and personal experiences of the kind
of plays you wont see anywhere else in town. Nearly all of the plays
in our ambitious 2024 season are Local, Ohio, or Regional premieres.
Please consider being one of our season supporters today.

New for 2024 you can purchase a season pass on our webiste via
credit card, or through the traditional mail-in option. Also new for
2024 you can purchase flex-passes, and use your tickets for any show
, up to the amount you have purchased. visit our websiteto purchase!

@

JOIN AND SUPPORT US!




CONVERGENCE-CONTINUUM 2024 SEASON

NEOMFA PLAYRIGHTS FESTIVAL with plays by Laura Barbieri, Eric
Mansfield, Heather R Sutherin
February 15-24th

STONEWALLIN’ by Kari Barclay
directed by Jeannine Gaskin
March 29- April 20

LAST SHIP TO PROXIMA CENTAURI by Greg Lam
directed by Cory Molner (Ohio Premiere)
June 2-24

SPEECH & DEBATE by Stephen Karam
directed by Leo Fez (Cleveland Premiere)
August 11 - September 2

THE PITCHFORKS by Andrew Kramer
directed by Eva Nel Brettrager (World Premiere)
October 13 - November 4

THIS SIDE OF CRAZY by Del Shores
directed by Amy Bistok (Ohio Premiere)
December 1 - 23

For more information and Season subscription info, visit:

WWW. convergence-continuum.org

Donations can be made online at www.convergence-continuum.org
Mailed to:  convergence-continuum
2438 Scranton Rd.
Cleveland, OH 44113
Or placed in our donation bowl in the lobby.
Thank you for supporting live theatre!



CONVERGENCE-CONTINUUM 2024 SEASON SUPPORT

As a 501(c)3 Not for profit organization, we rely on the support

from the communty to carry out our imporant mission of

presenting and producing cutting edge, up-close theatre. Add your
name to our list this season and help us present the

work that you experience here with convergence-continuum.

Ticket sales and grants cover less than 60% of the cost of presenting
a season at convergence-continuum. Its donations from individual
patrons like you that play a huge part in allowing us to continue to
present the uniquely up close and personal experiences of the kind of
plays you wont see anywhere else in town, and more!

As we continue to grow our operations, every contribution takes us
one step farther on our ongoing journey to ‘cross the threshold..

This years donors so far:

Heather Blonsky
Fintan Bracken
Britt Freitag
Roger Hillson
Cory Home

Amy Johnson
Donald King
Tracy Kipfstuhl
Renee Krohn
Sarah Kunchik
Natalie Lambo
Jordan Latta
Nicole Losi
Gregory Mandryk
Anne J McEvoy
River McNeal
Michael O’Donnell
Adam Patterson
Barric Roberts
Christopher Ross

Rebecca Schueller
Anastasia Seyer
Phillip B Soencksen
Adam Sonstegard
Darwin Steele

Neil Sudhakaran
Sue Sulea

Karen Sutherin
Gary Sweatt

Brian Walling

Emily Wendt

John and Michele Wilhelm
Mary Woodworth
ShawnZubin



CONVERGENCE-CONTINUUM CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Our thanks to all of the many individuals, Foundations & Corpora-
tions who have donated. Thanks to you, we have purchased the build-
ing which has been our artistic home for the past 20 years. With your
continued support, we can grow and revitalize this theater space.
convergence-continuum is a nonprofit 501(C)(3) organization, and
donations are deductible to the extent allowed by law.

$10,000 or More

The George Gund Foundation
Craig & Janet Hoffman
Jean Leathers & Gary Engle
Mary Wehrle

$5,000 - $9,999

Mary Beidler Gearen Lucy Bredeson-Smith
Tom Hanks & Rita Wilson & James R. Smith
Robert Hawkes Louise H. and David S. Ingalls
The Howley Foundation Foundation

Darwin L. Steele

$2,500 - $4,999

John & Ellie Brucken Park Foundation

Herb & Lauri Hammer Cedars Legacy Fund

Geoffrey & Laurel Hoffman Gay and Lesbian Fund of the

Stuart Hoffman Hermes Foundation
Clyde Simon

Every donation we receive will allow us to renovate and revitalize
convergence-continuum’s artistic home; The Liminis Theater. Please
consider contributing to one of our upcoming projects to make our
home even better.
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