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About this handbook

The Northeast Ohio Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing program (NEOMFA) is a consortium
of The University of Akron, Cleveland State University, and Kent State University.

The academic policies in this handbook govern all students matriculating into the program in
the 2026-2027 academic year and will remain in effect throughout their course of study.
Supplementary information and any revisions to non-academic information in this handbook will be
located on the NEOMFA website at www.neomfa.org.

By enrolling in the NEOMFA program, you acknowledge that you have read, understood, and
agreed to abide by the guidelines in this handbook. Not following these policies may result in
academic or administrative consequences, as determined by the program and its consortium
universities.

How to use this handbook

This handbook is a comprehensive guide to NEOMFA policies, procedures, and institutional
knowledge. Faculty, staff, and student ambassadors are available to answer questions during
selected hours, and the NEOMFA website offers streamlined information. For quick answers, we
recommend you start by searching the handbook.
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2026-2027 Welcome letter from the NEOMFA Director

Dear Writers,

Greetings, and welcome to the Northeast Ohio Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing. Unlike any
other MFA in the country, we combine the faculty and resources of three universities into a single
program. Here are some suggestions to help make the most of our unique consortium.

Prioritize your creative writing and take your work seriously. Keep in mind that you will
probably never find yourself with the kind of freedom and encouragement that you will
experience in the NEOMFA. This is a community of emerging and established artists devoted
to exploring writing in all its forms, and | encourage you to challenge and support one another.

It may seem daunting to enroll in courses on all three campuses, but it is essential for taking
full advantage of the program. Seek out your campus coordinators if you have questions.
Second- and third-year peers may also have advice for navigating the different campuses, as
will the ambassadors.

It can be helpful to arrive early at a campus you are unfamiliar with on or before the first day of
class, to check things out prior to the first meeting. NEOMFA students often set up their own
carpools, which can be an additional source of camaraderie before and after class.

Though writing is your focus, | also encourage you to read extensively. Engage with other art
forms like music, theater, film, dance, and visual art. Classmates and professors will
recommend books and arts opportunities, especially after reading your creative work. Even if
you can’t drop everything and read or attend what they suggest right away, take notes for later
reference and you will be grateful. Northeast Ohio has a rich cultural landscape, and if you
are struggling with the ending of a story, wandering an art museum may help you find the
answers. In other words, be ready to lose yourself in books, immerse yourself in various forms
of creative expression, and become part of a flourishing community of artists.

The NEOMFA program will offer a variety of events including readings and craft talks from
visiting writers, the annual Playwrights Festival, student-organized readings, and the end of
year graduation reading celebration in May. There’s also an abundance of programming from
organizations both within and beyond the three universities. We urge you to show up to as
many of these events as you can.

Ideally your NEOMFA classmates will remain your active peers long after you have graduated.
Read and respond thoughtfully to one another’s writing. Attend one another’s readings. Form
writing groups. Provide gentle accountability for each other (when mutually requested) with
tasks like sending work out for publication or working on the thesis manuscript.

Finally, if you have ideas for new programming or events, or even future courses that might be
of interest, please do not hesitate to be in touch with the program leadership directly.

Best wishes, and happy writing!

Mary Biddinger, MFA, PhD
Program Director, Northeast Ohio Master of Fine Arts (NEOMFA) in Creative Writing
Poetry & Flash Fiction | University of Akron



NEOMFA Staff: Who we are and what we do

The NEOMFA Director provides vision for the program and oversees academic affairs, course
offerings, and policies across campuses.

The NEOMFA Coordinator handles day-to-day operations and program business, from
budgets to communications to programming.

The three Campus Coordinators are your main contacts for advising and other degree
progress questions. They may be assisted by English department staff for administrative
matters such as processing cross-registration forms.

The Faculty teaches your courses, guides your writing, and serves on your thesis committees.
They are your first stop for course-related questions.

o The Ambassadors are current students who offer peer support, help with outreach and
conferences, and plan student-led readings and social activities.

Program Administration

NEOMFA Director
Professor Mary Biddinger,
The University of Akron
marybid@uakron.edu
(330) 972-6960

NEOMFA Coordinator
David Todd

Cleveland State University
info@neomfa.org

(216) 687-3957

Mailing Address

NEOMFA Program

Department of English

Cleveland State University

Music & Communications Building
(MU) 234

2121 Euclid Ave, ENG

Cleveland, Ohio 44115

Campus Coordinators

Cleveland State University
Professor Mike Geither
m.geither@csuohio.edu
(216) 687-3955

Kent State University
Professor Catherine Wing
cwingl1@kent.edu

(330) 672-1743

The University of Akron
Professor David Giffels
dg36@uakron.edu

(330) 972-6604

Learn more about our core and guest faculty on the faculty page of the website.
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Core faculty by university

The University of Akron (UofA)

e Mary Biddinger, Professor, Flash Fiction and Poetry, marybid@uakron.edu
e David Giffels, Distinguished Professor, Creative Nonfiction, dg36@uakron.edu

Cleveland State University (CSU)
o Mike Geither, Professor, Playwriting, m.geither@csuohio.edu

e Caryl Pagel, Associate Professor, Poetry & Creative Nonfiction, c.pagel@csuohio.edu

e Hilary Plum, Associate Professor, Fiction & Creative Nonfiction, h.plum@csuohio.edu

(*on sabbatical AY 2026-2027)

e Imad Rahman, Associate Professor, Fiction, m.i.rahman@csuohio.edu

Kent State University (KSU)

e Anthony Tognazzini, Assistant Professor, Fiction, atognazz@kent.edu

e Catherine Wing, Associate Professor, Poetry, cwing1@kent.edu

Student Ambassadors for 2026-2027
e Julianne Taylor (KSU), JTAYL176@kent.edu
e Charlie Clark (UA), cjc266@uakron.edu

Gateway University English Departments

The University of Akron Cle:velapd State Kent State University
University
Website uakron.edu/english csuohio.edu/english www.kent.edu/english
Phone (330) 972-7470 (216) 687-3951 (330) 672-2676
Theresa Procopio General Inquiries General Inquiries
tmp77@uakron.edu english@csuohio.edu English@kent.edu
Email/Contacts
Carol Szabat Imani Hudson Bee Viton
carol1@uakron.edu i.m.hudson7@csuohio.edu | bviton@kent.edu
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About the NEOMFA Program

The Northeast Ohio Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing (NEOMFA) is a unique consortium
that brings together resources from three universities. This collaborative, regional design offers a
wide range of curricular and community-building opportunities. The NEOMFA aligns with the
standards of other established national and regional graduate degree programs in terms of faculty
credentials, general requirements, and enrichment opportunities.

Program outcomes. The NEOMFA is recognized as a terminal degree qualifying graduates to
teach writing at the university level. In addition to preparing graduates for teaching and academia, the
program also supports a range of professional and creative paths. Alumni have pursued roles in
publishing, editing, content strategy, communications, nonprofit development, arts administration,
and other writing-intensive fields. For students using employer tuition assistance, the program offers
direct value by enhancing skills in storytelling, text analysis, and writing project management skills
relevant to many industries. Our graduates go on to publish books, produce plays, and earn
recognition in literary journals, national publications, awards, and fellowships.

Admission. Students are admitted on a competitive basis through a two-part application
process. First, applicants apply to one of the three gateway universities, which manages enrollment,
registration, student records, and other administrative processes. Then, the NEOMFA consortium
admissions committee reviews the students’ creative materials to determine program fit. Once
admitted, students receive administrative support from their gateway, and artistic and academic
support from campus coordinators, who provide advising guidance, coursework approval, and other
program information.

Getting started. All new students should attend both their gateway institution’s orientation
and a separate NEOMFA orientation. Information on the gateway’s orientation can be found at the
respective graduate college sites (as a starting point, see the “New Student Resources” sections
under each school on the program’s Gateway Guide webpage). Information on the NEOMFA
orientation, which is held in late August via Zoom, will be sent to all new students by email.

Students may enroll in any NEOMFA course at any of the three schools and engage with
faculty, students, and events at all consortium campuses. With approval from their campus
coordinator, students may enroll in undergraduate courses that are cross-listed for graduate credit if
those courses align with their artistic goals.

Time commitment. Full-time students typically complete the program in three years by
taking three classes each semester. Part-time students must complete their degree within six years,
which usually means taking one or two classes per semester. Classes are offered during the fall and
spring semesters. Some students receive graduate assistantships through their gateway university,
often teaching or assisting with undergraduate writing or English courses, or hold similar positions in
tutoring, administration, or research.

Genre and program requirements. Students select a concentration, or genre, of fiction,
poetry, creative nonfiction, or playwriting. They are also required to study outside of their genre to
expand their experience and perspectives. An internship and thesis project are both required for all
genres.


https://neomfa.org/gateway-guide

In addition to coursework, students are encouraged to develop their literary citizenship by
participating in literary events hosted by the NEOMFA and by engaging with the broader literary
community of Northeast Ohio. This includes attending readings, conferences, and other literary
activities.



Program requirements

Overview of course requirements

The NEOMFA program requires 48 credit hours, including 39 credit hours of required courses
and 9 credit hours of elective courses. Full-time students typically complete their coursework in
three years. All students, whether they are enrolled full or part-time, must complete the required
coursework within six years. AL NEOMFA courses are 3 credit hours, as are almost all literature and
elective courses approved by the program; occasionally, there are electives or special offerings that

vary.
Course type Requirements What to expect
Workshop Five courses total: four Focus on generative writing, feedback, and revision,
(15 credits) workshops in your with some reading and discussion of new texts and
primary genre and one in | theories. Working in a new genre gives insight into

a secondary genre. your own creative process and will make you a more
thoughtful reader and workshop participant
throughout the program.

Craft and Three courses total. Analyze literature and process from a writer’s

Theory Between one and two perspective. Exploring the craft of a different genre

(9 credits) courses in your primary can open up new ways of thinking about your own
genre, and at least one writing and new avenues of storytelling methods.
course in a secondary

genre.

Literature Two courses. Read and analyze literary texts at the graduate level.
(6 credits)

Elective Three graduate-level Courses aligned with your artistic goals. Areas

(9 credits) courses (may include include literature, fine arts, and education.

classes cross-listed with | Workshops or craft and theory courses may also

undergraduates). satisfy this requirement. Cross-listed courses require
approval from your campus coordinator.

Internship Internship work Typically taken mid- or late-program. The internship
(3 credits) experience and course is a two-part requirement:

(offered in the spring). A semester-long internship (~8-10 hours/week or 120
hours total), plus monthly class meetings focused on
professionalization and reflection.

Thesis Two courses over two Taken at the end of coursework. Work with a thesis

(6 credits) semesters. director and a committee you select to complete a
manuscript in your genre and present a formal
defense.

Course types in detail

All course offerings are unique to both the faculty member teaching them and the campus
where they are held. Be sure to read the course description carefully to understand the specific focus,
workload, and expectations for each course. This overview is meant to give you a general sense of

course types.




About genre. In this program, genre refers to areas of creative focus: fiction, creative
nonfiction, poetry, or playwriting. Each student selects one of these four genres as their primary
concentration. For example, a fiction writer might take a secondary genre class in poetry or
playwriting, while a poet might take one in nonfiction or fiction.

Writing Workshops (15 credit hours). You will take five workshops during this program. Four
writing workshop courses in your primary genre and at least one writing workshop course in a second
genre.

Coursework. Workshops focus on writing, receiving feedback on your work, and giving
feedback on your peers’ work. They may also include new readings, theories, and writing methods.
Be prepared to explore and develop your own writing style while learning to look at others’ work and
process in new ways.

What to expect in workshop

e FEach class has its own workshop style, as every faculty member may approach
workshops differently. Expect to discuss workshop norms at the start of the course to
foster respectful collaboration.

e Submitting your own new work—drafts and excerpts of stories, essays, poems, or plays.

e Reading peers’ work, either in advance or during the session.

e Exchanging and discussing feedback, focusing on strengths, weaknesses, and
constructive criticism and suggestions for revision.

e Learning from one another: observe how different people approach writing, and gather
different perspectives.

e Revision, as faculty will expect you to revise and resubmit your work based on feedback.

Craft and Theory Courses (9 credit hours): You will take three courses total, between one
and two courses in your primary genre, and at least one course in a secondary genre. Note, you can
also take craft and theory classes as electives.

Coursework. Craft and theory courses deepen your understanding of literature and writing
from a writer’s perspective. Through reading, authoring papers, and some generative work, you’ll
explore how writing works and why it’s effective. These courses emphasize analyzing literary texts,
theory, and criticism to refine your craft. The goalis to make you a more confident, intentional, and
engaged writer.

Literature Courses (6 credit hours): You will take two literature courses. These classes
focus on the reading and analysis of literary texts. All literature courses must be taken at the graduate
level and not cross-listed with an undergraduate class. Coursework varies depending on the course
and instructor.

Elective Courses (9 credit hours): You will take three elective courses with campus
coordinator approval. Areas include literature, theater, arts administration, fine arts, professional
writing, education, or other subjects relevant to your writing goals. All elective courses must be taken
at the graduate level but may include classes that are cross-listed for undergraduates. Additional
workshops and craft and theory courses may also count toward this requirement. Coursework varies
depending on the course and instructor.

Internship (120 workplace experience hours, 3 credit hours): The internship has two parts:

10



a workplace experience and a companion course to reflect on that experience.

1. Workplace experience: You will complete an internship in a setting related to your
interests, typically requiring eight to ten hours per week. You are responsible for securing
your own internship. However, your campus coordinator may assist you in identifying
potential organizations or opportunities that align with your goals.

2. Internship course: Offered every spring, this course meets once a month during the
semester. In these sessions, you’ll share and reflect on your work experience. While the
course focuses on professionalization, instructors may tailor the content to your goals
and may cover topics such as the academic job market, publishing, fellowships, and
other opportunities.

Thesis Hours (6 credit hours): For this capstone experience, you will register for six credit
hours of thesis, typically three credit hours in each of your final two semesters. You must consult
both your campus coordinator and your gateway university's guidelines before registering for thesis
hours.

Thesis coursework involves individual generative writing and revision under the guidance of
your thesis advisor. This work culminates in a robust manuscript of high artistic quality in your area of
concentration: at least 50 pages of poetry, 150 pages of fiction or nonfiction prose, 100 pages of flash
fiction or hybrid writing, or a full-length play.

Your final manuscript will be evaluated through a formal thesis defense. Detailed guidance on
forming your committee and preparing for the defense can be found in the Thesis Requirements
section below.

11



Funding

If you are interested in being considered for funding opportunities, please contact your
campus coordinator for details. While each university strives to match students with positions
aligned with their interests, specific placements are not guaranteed. All funding opportunities depend
on the university offering them and available resources.

Graduate assistantships

Gateway universities offer a limited number of graduate assistantships to qualified NEOMFA
students. These positions are awarded on a competitive basis and are based on academic merit,
relevant experience, and faculty recommendations. Assistantships may provide full or partial funding
through tuition remission and/or a stipend. Opportunities vary by campus and may include but are
not limited to teaching, working in writing labs, or supporting poetry centers.

Ambassador positions

Each year, the NEOMFA also supports two to three student ambassador positions. These roles
are filled through an open application process managed by NEOMFA staff. The program coordinator
willannounce ambassador openings via email.

Ambassadors receive a modest stipend and additional support to promote program events,
manage social media, host informal student gatherings, and build community across campuses.

Advising

Your faculty advisor is your gateway campus coordinator. This advisor will provide guidance
about degree requirements, coursework, internships, and other academic matters.

Plan to check in with your campus coordinator at least once each semester to review your
academic progress and select courses for the following term. Use the NEOMFA Student Advising
Form to track your classes and ensure you are meeting all program requirements.

For courses at non-gateway universities, your coordinator will sign and process the cross-
registration form on your behalf. See the registration section for more details.

12
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Registration

For the purposes of this section, your gateway refers to the university where you are officially
enrolled. The other participating institutions are referred to as consortium universities.

Getting started: Gateway electronic registration systems

o UofA: follow the registration process on MyAkron; further details can be found here.

e CSU: follow the registration process on CampusNet; further details can be found here.

e KSU: follow the registration process on Flashline. You should have received your student
credentials from the school upon acceptance. Further details for new users can be found
here.

When to register

Course listings for the upcoming semester are typically released two to three weeks before
registration opens. Registration begins midway through the preceding semester. Some courses fill
quickly, so be sure to watch for announcements and deadlines shared via email and by faculty.

Registration for fall courses usually opens around mid-March, and for spring courses, around
mid-November. Summer course offerings are rare.

Where to find courses

NEOMFA courses. Information about upcoming courses is shared via email and posted on
the program website. Each course listing includes a registration contact which is usually the course
instructor, though it may be another faculty member or program administrator. View current and past
course offerings on the Upcoming Courses page of the website.

Other courses. As noted in the program requirements, you may take additional courses to
fulfill literature or elective requirements through your gateway university. Any course not officially
listed as a NEOMFA course must be cross-listed at the graduate level and approved by your campus
coordinator before registration. You can find course numbers, schedules, and other details through
the university-specific links below.

e UofA-Quick class search
e (CSU-Guestclass search
e KSU -Schedule of classes

How to register

Registering for courses in the NEOMFA program can be complex, so please read this section
carefully. You may take NEOMFA courses offered at any of the three consortium campuses. You
cannot take non-NEOMFA courses through a consortium university without your gateway campus
coordinator’s approval.

Once NEOMFA classes are announced, you’ll typically have about a week to explore your
options before the seat-request period opens. When it does, email the course contact to secure your
spot; you can expect a confirmation within a day or two. After that, simply complete the usual
registration steps to finalize your enrollment.
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The formal registration process depends on which university hosts the course, either through
your gateway university or the other consortium schools. If you have registration questions, email
your campus coordinator. Keep in mind that processing cross-registration forms may take a week or
so due to the coordination involved amongst the different campuses.

Gateway university NEOMFA course registration

1.
2.

w

Email the course contact to request a seat, including course number and title.

Copy your campus coordinator and the English Department’s administrative professional
at your gateway university.

Wait for confirmation of your seat from the course contact via email.

Your gateway’s English Department contact may register you in the course; you may also
need to register through your gateway university’s online course registration portal.
Within a week, check your registration status through your gateway university portal to
ensure the course appears on your schedule.

Consortium university NEOMFA course registration

ok

Email the course contact to request a seat, including course number and title.

Wait for email confirmation of your seat from the course contact.

Complete the NEOMFA cross-registration form.

Email the completed form to your campus coordinator.

Your campus coordinator will obtain the necessary signatures.

Once approved, the course will be added to your schedule in your gateway university’s
registration portal. This process may take up to a few weeks.

When registered, your consortium course should appear in your portal. Note that course
details (such as time or location) may differ slightly from the original listing.

Getting access to consortium online course platforms (Learning Management Systems)

If you are taking a class at a university that is not your gateway, you may need to use a different
online system (or Learning Management System) such as Brightspace (UofA), or Blackboard (CSU), or
Canvas (KSU). Each campus uses its own registration process and may assign you a temporary login
or a university-specific email address to grant access. At UofA, instructors will ask Online Services
Help to add students directly to Brightspace using their gateway university email to log in.

Keep in mind that while each campus has an online platform, some instructors choose not to
use it. Instead, they may share materials and assignments through other methods. These
expectations are usually outlined on the first day of class and in the syllabus.

If you run into issues accessing the course platform, it’s often fastest to contact your
instructor directly. You can also reach out to the following support contacts:

o UofA: Cross-registered students needing help with Brightspace should contact Online
Learning Services Help at olshelp@uakron.edu. Some UofA instructors may not use
Brightspace. (Additionally, students may contact Theresa Procopio at
tmp77@uakron.edu for help as well.)

e CSU: Email Mike Geither at m.geither@csuohio.edu and CC: Imani Hudson at
i.m.hudson7@csuohio.edu to get started with Blackboard access.

e KSU: Call the Financial, Billing, and Enrollment Center at (330) 672-6000 to get your
Kent student ID. Then email Catherine Wing at cwing1@kent.edu and CC Bee Viton at
bviton@kent.edu with your credentials to confirm Canvas access.
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Course changes

Important: If you need to make a schedule change at any point, do not drop or add
courses on your own; always check with your campus coordinator first. Coordinators track
enrollment and must be kept informed of any changes.

Be sure to review and follow the add/drop deadlines for your gateway university. Each
university has its own academic calendar, and those deadlines may vary. Keep in mind that dropping
a course after certain dates may result in financial obligations, depending on your university’s
policies.

e UofA Academic Calendar
e (CSU Academic Calendar
e KSU Academic Calendar

If you are experiencing difficulties that affect your participation in a course, speak with both
the instructor and your campus coordinator. In some cases, course expectations can be adjusted to
accommodate extenuating circumstances, but clear and timely communication is essential. For
more serious or long-term situations, please see the Leave of Absence section.

Course materials and books

Each NEOMFA university has its own bookstore where you can find the required course
materials. Check your course listings for information about textbooks, reading packets, or other
materials, then visit the appropriate campus bookstore website to locate and purchase them.

If you are cross-registered at another campus, be sure to check that university’s bookstore for
materials related to those courses as well. Most bookstores offer used or rental options. While
electronic copies may be available, we recommend purchasing physical copies, when possible, as
they tend to work better for class discussions and close reading.

For specific questions about course materials, contact your course instructor.

Campus bookstore links:
e UofA bookstore
e (CSU bookstore
e KSU bookstore

Program communication and news

Note: As a student in both the NEOMFA program and your gateway university, you may
occasionally receive conflicting information. Some communications are automatically sent to all
graduate students at your gateway. For example, some student populations register earlier than
others, or you might get a billing notice intended for English Department students. If anything
confusing or unexpected comes up, reach out to your campus coordinator. Communication and
community are integral to the NEOMFA experience, and staying connected helps us build and sustain
both. We share information about the NEOMFA through several channels.

15


https://www.uakron.edu/registrar/dates/acadcal.dot
https://www.csuohio.edu/registrar/academic-calendar
https://www.kent.edu/academic-calendar
https://uakron.bncollege.com/
https://www.bkstr.com/csuohiostore/home
https://kent.bncollege.com/

Website

The most current source of information on the NEOMFA program, including information on

Ensure the NEOMFA Program Coordinator has your most up-to-date contact information,

including a backup personal email address.

Subscribe to the NEOMFA newsletter and request access to the program’s Slack channel.

Follow NEOMFA on social media. These channels include information about program
events, opportunities with our literary community partners, and student and alumni

accomplishments.

Share your news! Publication, performance, reading, honor, or award? Please email the
program at info@neomfa.org and notify your campus coordinator. We want to celebrate
your accomplishments and share them with the NEOMFA community, via social media

and our Featured Alumni and Students page of the website.

admissions, faculty, courses, events, and opportunities—is the NEOMFA website. Visit the program
site at neomfa.org.

Newsletter

The NEOMFA newsletter features interviews, news about publications, events, etc. It is sent
via email. Subscribers must sign up via the website; newsletters are sent every other month of the

academic year.

Slack

The NEOMFA uses Slack, a cloud-based team communication platform, to update members
of its program community regarding upcoming events, calls for submissions, job opportunities, and
more. The program Slack channel can be found at https://neomfa.slack.com. Admitted students may
email the program at info@neomfa.org for a direct invitation.

Privacy note: If a post is meant to convey private or non-NEOMFA information, our program

Slack is not the place for it; please send all private correspondence directly to individuals. Be aware
that Slack is a public forum—your posts may be viewable by every student and some, if not all, of the
faculty in the NEOMFA program. Abusive language or behavior will not be tolerated.

Social media channels

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/NEOMFA

X/Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/neomfa

BlueSky: https://bsky.app/profile/neomfa.bsky.social

Instagram: http://www.instagram.com/neomfa

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/school/northeast-ohio-mfa-program/
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NEOMFA events

The NEOMFA draws on resources from all three consortium campuses and the broader
Northeast Ohio literary community to offer arts programming throughout the academic year.
Students are encouraged to participate in these events to foster professional growth, build artistic
community, and practice literary citizenship.

Engaging with the wider literary world and contributing to a vibrant, supportive creative
ecosystem is an important part of the writer’s life. Information about events of regional interest is
shared through the newsletter, social media, and the NEOMFA Slack channel.

NEOMFA visiting writers series

Guest writers are an important part of any MFA program. The NEOMFA regularly invites guest
artists from a range of genres and career stages to share their work and insights with students.
Readings are held in person and online. Depending on available funding, we aim to host at least two
visiting writers each year. Attendance at these events is expected as part of your program
participation. News about visiting writers will be shared via our newsletter and other channels.

NEOMFA Playwrights Festival (Early Spring)

Each spring semester, the NEOMFA Playwrights Festival presents fully produced, student-
written plays in conjunction with a professional theatre. Normally reserved for culminating thesis
plays, the festival serves to fully realize the writing of playwrights through working with professional
actors, directors, and designers. Learn more here: https://neomfa.org/playwrights-festival.

Student-led readings

At least once per semester, our ambassadors organize a student-led reading open to any
NEOMFA student. These events are attended by fellow NEOMFA students, as well as their friends and
family. They provide a supportive space for you to share your work, connect with students outside
your concentration, and practice public speaking skills. Events like these prepare you for your
graduation reading and help build confidence in presenting your work to an audience.
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Literary community engagement

The NEOMFA is part of a larger literary ecosystem. The NEOMFA encourages students to
practice literary citizenship by supporting fellow writers, engaging with local and national literary
communities, and contributing to a vibrant culture of reading and writing. Whether you're attending
conferences or readings, volunteering, editing a journal, mentoring peers, or promoting others’ work,
these acts of engagement strengthen the creative community and help shape your identity as a writer
beyond the page.

Conferences

Attending and presenting at local, regional, and national conferences is part of your
professional development. Occasionally, conference registration assistance may be available for
students presenting work or assisting with the NEOMFA table. Note, NEOMFA is currently unable to
provide funding for travel. However, your gateway institution may offer funding through their
respective English departments, or graduate student associations.

Regional literary conferences

As the only creative writing MFA program in Northeast Ohio, we make a concerted effort to
attend and participate in regional literary conferences, which is key to recruiting prospective
students. Many local presses and magazines, as well as our own faculty and consortium
publications, are actively involved in conference programming. We encourage our students to engage
and support fellow writers and contribute to the vibrant literary culture of Northeast Ohio.

Literary Cleveland Inkubator Writing Conference (September 11-12, Cleveland, OH). One
of the largest free writing festivals in the country. Held each fall, it offers workshops, craft talks,
panels, and book fairs, bringing together writers and readers to create, connect, and grow. Renowned
authors, community events, a book fair and other creative programming make it a dynamic hub for
Cleveland’s literary community. Registration is free: https://www.litcleveland.org/.

Winter Wheat: The Mid-American Review Festival of Writing (On hiatus for 2026, Bowling
Green, OH): Held at Bowling Green State University, Winter Wheat is a free annual celebration of
writing and community. Designed for writers at all levels, it offers free generative workshops, craft
talks, readings, open mics, and a book fair. The festival is a dynamic space to experiment with peers,
mentors, and editors, and find inspiration beyond the workshop setting. Registration is free:
https://casit.bgsu.edu/winterwheat/.

Lit Youngstown Fall Literary Festival (On hiatus for 2026, Youngstown, OH): This annual
festival offers students a chance to attend author readings, craft talks, and workshops with diverse
voices and styles. Additional opportunities include writing classes, manuscript consultations, and
open mics, providing practical tools and feedback for emerging writers. Students can connect with
established authors, publishers, and other professionals to expand their networks and build
confidence as they work toward publication. Lit Youngstown also offers fellowships and reading
series to support writers’ growth. Registration for students and participants ranges from $20-45.
Learn more: https://www.lityoungstown.org/fall-literary-festival.
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National writing conferences

We encourage you to seek out literary conferences and other opportunities to engage with the
broader literary community. Participating in these events is a valuable way to build connections,
deepen your craft, and practice literary citizenship.

AWP: The Association of Writers and Writing Programs (Chicago, March 17-20, 2027):
Each year, AWP holds its annual conference in a different region of North America in order to
celebrate the outstanding authors, teachers, writing programs, literary centers, and small press
publishers of that region and beyond. The AWP conference features readings, lectures, panel
discussions, and forums, plus hundreds of book signings, receptions, and informal gatherings. AWP
is one of the biggest and liveliest literary gatherings in North America. NEOMFA faculty often attend
the conference, and when possible, the program staffs a table in the book fair. More information is
available at https://www.awpwriter.org/.

The Association of Writers and Writing Programs (AWP)
The NEOMFA holds institutional membership in the Association of Writers and Writing Programs
(AWP). This membership qualifies you, as a NEOMFA student, for the following:
e Adigital subscription to The Writer’s Chronicle, including access to the publication
archive
e Access tothe AWP Job List and Opportunities page
e Reduced-rate entry fees for the AWP Award Series competitions Academy of American
Poets Prize

Literary Community Partners

Wick Poetry Center (Kent State University). The Wick Poetry Center at Kent State University
is a vibrant hub for poetry and community engagement. Wick offers readings and events, workshops,
and outreach programs that bring poetry into schools and communities. The Center supports
emerging writers through contests, fellowships, and opportunities to share your work. Learn more:
https://www.kent.edu/wick.

Literary Cleveland is a nonprofit organization that supports writers and readers through
workshops, events, and community programs. NEOMFA students are eligible for a discounted
student membership, which includes reduced rates on classes and access to special literary events.
Learn more: https://www.litcleveland.org/.

Cleveland State University Poetry Center. The Cleveland State University Poetry Center is
undergoing changes, but is still active at https://www.csupoetrycenter.com/. Look for updates on the
PC’s mission and programming in Fall 2026.

Prizes and contests

The NEOMFA Academy of American Poets Prize (January/February): The NEOMFA, in
collaboration with the Academy of American Poets, awards an annual student poetry prize. This
award recognizes one winner as well as one honorable mention. The awardee receives a cash prize, a
year-long membership to AAP, and publication. Many of America’s most esteemed poets won their
first recognition through an Academy Prize, including several NEOMFA faculty. This prize is open to
any NEOMFA student, regardless of genre. Poems may be unpublished or previously published, in
any style—including prose poems. Students may submit up to two poems. Further submission
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guidelines will be sent via email around January. Learn more: https://poets.org/academy-american-
poets/prizes/university-college-poetry-prizes.

University publications and presses

Each NEOMFA university offers opportunities to get involved with literary publications and
connect with the broader publishing world. Below is an overview of active journals and university
presses. This information is for reference only. Students may have opportunities to serve on editorial
staffs or apply for internships with these publications during their time in the program.

University of Akron

University of Akron Press: Publishes books in Ohio history, politics, law, poetry, and
more. A member of the Association of University Presses.

Rubbertop Review: Graduate literary journal focused on gritty fiction, creative
nonfiction, and poetry. Prioritizes submissions from writers with ties to the Akron
region.

Cleveland State University

Cleveland State University Poetry Center: The CSU Poetry Center is undergoing
changes, but is still active as of July 2026. Look for updates on the PC’s mission and
programming in the fall.

Kent State University

Kent State University Press: Publishes scholarly and general interest books, including
the journal Civil War History. A member of the Association of University Presses.
Luna Negra: Student literary arts journal featuring poetry, fiction, digital design,
photography, and more. Publishes online and in print.

Haymaker: Graduate literary journal highlighting local, national, and international
writers. Offers editorial experience for graduate students.

The Listening Eye: Published by Kent State Geauga. Features poetry, short fiction,
creative nonfiction, and artwork. Transitioning to online-only publication.

Brainchild: Annual journal highlighting work from undergraduate Honors students in
the Mid-East Honors Association region.
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Thesis requirements

The capstone experience of the NEOMFA program is the writing and defense of a thesis: a
book-length manuscript of high artistic quality in the student’s area of concentration. This includes:

e Poetry: at least 50 pages

e Fiction or Nonfiction: at least 150 pages

e Playwriting: a full-length play

e Flashfiction or hybrid projects: at least 100 pages (this option requires thesis director
approval)

Students develop their thesis with a faculty committee and defend the finished manuscriptin a
formal setting. The process includes three major phases.

Part I: Thesis hours and forming your committee

Register for thesis hours

Students must complete six credit hours of thesis, typically by enrolling in three hours each
during their final two semesters. Registration procedures vary by university, so students must consult
their department’s graduate office and campus coordinator before registering.

If your Thesis Director is from a different university than your gateway, you must cross-register
your thesis hours at the Thesis Director’s institution.

Form your thesis committee

You are responsible for assembling your committee. Seek guidance from your campus
coordinator and trusted faculty, especially those who align with your artistic goals. Begin this process
in the semester before you register for thesis hours. Your thesis committee must include three
NEOMFA faculty:

e One faculty member from your gateway university
e One faculty member from a different consortium university
e Athird reader from any of the three universities

In exceedingly rare cases, a fourth reader may be added.

Committee members provide feedback throughout your writing process and attend your final
defense.

Submit your committee form

Once your committee is confirmed, complete the NEOMFA Thesis Committee Form and
submit a signed electronic copy to the NEOMFA office at info@neomfa.org. Additional forms may be
required by your gateway university.

Part Il: Submitting and defending your thesis

Submit your thesis to your university

Each consortium university has different policies for submitting the thesis. Students must:

e File intent-to-graduate paperwork (typically one semester prior to graduation).
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e Submit two copies of the thesis to their gateway’s graduate office (requirements for
electronic and print submissions vary, and may change from year to year, so be sure to
consult with your gateway’s graduate college).

e Students should also confirm whether a university-specific thesis committee form
and prospectus are required. These materials must be filed with your department’s
graduate office.

Schedule and prepare your thesis defense
Your thesis defense includes:

e Aclosed Q&A session with your committee
e Completion of the Thesis Defense Form
e A public presentation in the program’s annual Graduation Reading (see Part Il below)

Your thesis director will coordinate the defense schedule. You must submit your penultimate
thesis draft to your committee at least two weeks before the defense. The defense must occur at least
two weeks before commencement.

Attend your thesis defense

Your committee may hold your defense meetings in person, remotely, or hybrid, depending on
participant needs. All committee members must attend, and the NEOMFA director must be informed
of the defense date and time. Upon completion, the committee submits the required forms to the
gateway university and NEOMFA office.

Submit your thesis to the NEOMFA program

Submit one electronic copy of the thesis to the NEOMFA office at least one week before
commencement (email your final draft as a PDF file to info@neomfa.org).

Embargo your thesis

Your gateway university may publish graduate theses electronically through OhioLINK, in
accordance with standard practice. The publication of theses in OhioLINK is not required by the
NEOMFA program or by a gateway English department, but rather by a state university as part of the
official degree completion.

The publication of theses in OhioLINK could impact future publication opportunities with
outside presses. To avoid that, we strongly encourage you to request an electronic “embargo” at the
time of your thesis defense and/or submission. This embargo will allow you to retain the rights for
publication with a literary press.

Guidelines for this embargo process vary and are not overseen by the NEOMFA. For the most
reliable information, we advise that you consult with the graduate college of your gateway. Your
gateway can confirm the number of years of the initial embargo along with any additional years
allowed through renewals or extensions.

The responsibility for submitting and renewing is on the student/graduate, so please make
sure you understand the requirements, submit the initial request, and note any future dates of
renewal on your personal calendar.

We strongly recommend that you consult with your gateway ahead of time to avoid concerns,
and to read any fine print requirements such as the amount of advance time required for processing.
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You also can start with the following preliminary links and info by gateway:

The University of Akron: Complete the “Delay of Publication” form and send it to the UA
campus coordinator for the advisor signature. Find the form at www.uakron.edu/graduate/current-
students/docs/delay-of-publication-form.pdf”.

Cleveland State University: Embargo information for CSU is not published online. Students
are provided with this information in the course of submitting their thesis and setting up their
OhioLINK account. General guidelines can be found at https://graduate-studies.csuohio.edu/current-
students/thesis-dissertation. Questions can be addressed to grad@csuohio.edu,
mastertheis@csuohio.edu, or to Veronica Hill, Director, Graduate Student & Faculty Services at
v.berger@csuohio.edu.

Kent State University: Consult the “Delays of Publication (Embargoes)” webpage at
https://www.library.kent.edu/about/departments/copyright-services/delays-publication-embargoes.
Complete the “Electronic Dissertations Request for Delay of Posting” form at
https://www.library.kent.edu/sites/default/files/academics/library/about/depts/technicalservices/etd
/upload/ETD-REquest-for-Delay-of-Posting.pdf. (Students with questions about the OhioLINK
publication or about the formatting of their thesis should contact Michelle Etling at
metling1@kent.edu. Students also should review the forms under “Electronic Thesis/Dissertation-
OhioLINK” at https://www.kent.edu/sh/graduate-forms.)

Part Ill: Graduation Reading

The program invites each graduating student to participate in the graduation reading, a public
celebration coordinated by the NEOMFA office. Students read from their thesis in an event open to
family, faculty, and the community. This reading highlights graduates from all genres and gateway
campuses.

23


http://www.uakron.edu/graduate/current-students/docs/delay-of-publication-form.pdf
http://www.uakron.edu/graduate/current-students/docs/delay-of-publication-form.pdf
https://graduate-studies.csuohio.edu/current-students/thesis-dissertation
https://graduate-studies.csuohio.edu/current-students/thesis-dissertation
mailto:grad@csuohio.edu
mailto:mastertheis@csuohio.edu
mailto:v.berger@csuohio.edu
https://www.library.kent.edu/about/departments/copyright-services/delays-publication-embargoes
https://www.library.kent.edu/sites/default/files/academics/library/about/depts/technicalservices/etd/upload/ETD-REquest-for-Delay-of-Posting.pdf
https://www.library.kent.edu/sites/default/files/academics/library/about/depts/technicalservices/etd/upload/ETD-REquest-for-Delay-of-Posting.pdf
mailto:metling1@kent.edu
https://www.kent.edu/sh/graduate-forms

Graduation

Upon completing coursework and successfully defending your thesis, you can apply for
graduation and/or commencement, and you will participate in a graduation reading along with other
students. For students in playwriting, this presentation can be substituted by the production of your
thesis play in the annual NEOMFA Playwrights Festival.

Applying for graduation. Students must fulfill all degree requirements before the degree can
be awarded. Each university has different graduation deadlines and thesis filing procedures. It is your
responsibility to work with your campus coordinator and gateway university graduate office to make
sure all the necessary paperwork is submitted on time. This ensures you can graduate in your desired
semester.

Commencement ceremonies. If you plan to participate in your gateway university’s
commencement ceremony, please contact your gateway institution to coordinate that.

NEOMFA Graduation Reading (Early May). In addition to the thesis defense meeting,
students are asked to participate in a public graduation reading from the thesis manuscript. This
reading, which will be coordinated through the NEOMFA program office, is a celebration of graduating
students’ accomplishments. Itis an opportunity to highlight your work and to hear the work of
students in several genres from multiple gateways. Faculty, students, and graduating students’
family and friends will be invited to attend the reading and celebration.

Note: As indicated above, both the gateway universities and the program have their own

steps for graduation and their own ceremonies or reading. Confer with your campus coordinator
about your exact expectations as you get closer to completing the degree.
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Campus resource guide (see NEOMFA online Gateway Guide)

The NEOMFA program draws its strength from faculty and courses across all three campuses,
so you’ll be expected to take classes at more than one university. The resources of the respective
gateway universities will help you navigate each campus and connect with various types of support.

Because of ongoing changes in university office titles, contact information, and webpage
addresses, we’ve centralized links for campus resources in the NEOMFA’s online “Gateway
Guide.” Please consult that page at https://neomfa.org/gateway-guide. Links included on this
page include graduate colleges, English Departments, academic calendars, course listings, campus
and parking maps, information technology, accessibility offices, and other student services.

Additional information on specific campus resources follows in this section.
Parking and transportation

Visit your class location before it starts. This way, you can figure out your ideal mode of
transportation, locate the nearest parking lot to your classroom, and better estimate your driving
distance.

Before parking in lots on an unfamiliar campus, check that university’s website for up-to-date
parking regulations and restrictions—these may change without notice. Some universities, such as
The University of Akron, also offer convenient pay-by-phone parking options.

Gateway university parking passes

You may obtain a parking pass online by visiting the parking services for your gateway school
(UofA, CSU, or KSU).

Parking at non-gateway universities: YACK

The YACK sticker. You can obtain the YACK sticker from your gateway university parking
office. You must have obtained a parking pass from your gateway university to participate in the YACK
sticker program. YACK is an acronym for Youngstown State University, The University of Akron,
Cleveland State University, and Kent State University. The YACK program allows you to park at any
YACK campus using your gateway university parking pass at all consortium university campuses.

How to get one: Once you have your basic hanging parking tag, visit your campus parking
services office and request a YACK sticker. It is usually a small silver tape printed with the names of
these state universities in Northeast Ohio. This sticker grants you reciprocal parking privileges at
select student lots on each campus. Please consult with the university parking offices to ensure the
latest applicable lots by gateway.

You can find the link to your campus parking services in the NEOMFA’s online “Gateway
Guide” at https://neomfa.org/gateway-guide.

Rideshares

Some NEOMFA students arrange informal carpooling to classes. Inquiries can be made via the
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“rideshare” thread on the program Slack channel at https://neomfa.slack.com.
Parking tickets

If you were parked in a valid location, had your parking pass and YACK sticker properly
displayed, and still received a ticket, you can appeal it in several ways.

We recommend first calling the Parking Services Office to ask about the appropriate steps to
contest the ticket. In most cases, you’ll need to visit the parking services office at the campus where
the ticket was issued. Identify yourself as a NEOMFA student, show your sticker and valid parking
pass, and they will provide the necessary forms to have the ticket rescinded. Some students have
also successfully contested tickets by mailing them back with a copy of their parking pass and a
letter of explanation. Please note that cars should be parked with your vehicle’s license plate
facing out toward the aisle and may be ticketed for this reason even if the YACK sticker is
acknowledged by parking services.

Parking Services Offices
e UofA:(330)972-7213
e (CSU:(216)687-2023
e KSU: (330)672-4432
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Libraries

AlLNEOMFA campus libraries have access to Interlibrary Loan services. Any student with a
valid ID card from any consortium university is free to check out books at any other consortium
university, either in person or via their gateway location. This benefit is enabled by OhioLINK, a joint
library catalog combining the holdings of 116 member libraries, including the State Library of Ohio. In
addition, each campus offers procedures for guest login for Wi-Fi and computer lab access. For more
information on the gateway libraries, visit their individual websites or locations. Learn more here:
https://www.ohiolink.edu/.

University of Akron: University Libraries

Here you can print, book study rooms, meet with librarians, or just grab a table to write.

Cleveland State University: Michael Schwartz Library

CSU’s main library is the Michael Schwartz Library housed on floors 1-5 of Rhodes Tower. Here
you will find access to printing, study lounges, quiet seating areas, and the writing center. For quick
questions for a librarian, there is a helpful chat feature on the library’s homepage. CSU also has a
dedicated Law Library; NEOMFA students have access to the collections here as well.

Kent State University: University Libraries

Kent boasts five on-campus libraries, all of which can be accessed by any current student
regardless of their program. The library you will most often use is the University Library on Risman
Plaza, adjacent to the Student Center.

e University Library

o Special Collections & Archives
e Performing Arts Library
o Group Listening & Viewing Rooms
e Map Library
o Please note the Map Library is NOT a good place for studying/reading. It is a small
reference library focused on geology and geography.
e Fashion Library
e Architecture Library

Printing

Instructors may ask you to bring printed copies of your drafts to class, especially for
workshops so your peers can make margin notes. Always check with your instructor and plan ahead.
To avoid delays, especially if you're taking a class at a campus other than your home university, print
your materials early at your gateway campus.

UofA: Akron uses Pharos Print Stations. In 2025-2026, Akron students received $3.75 in free
printing each semester. After that, black-and-white pages cost 5 cents, and color pages cost 10
cents. Students from other universities do not receive free printing at Akron. View Pharos Print Station
locations here.

CSU: IN 2025-2026, CSU provided students $80 in free printing each semester. Black-and-
white pages cost 4 cents, and color pages cost 50 cents. Log in to a library computer with your CSU
credentials to access printing. Students from other universities do not receive free printing at CSU.
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KSU: Kent students must load money onto their FLASHCard to print. As of 2025-2026, black-
and-white pages cost 7 cents, and color pages cost 14 cents.

Electronic learning management systems

Each consortium university uses a different electronic registration and learning management
system.

e UofA: MyAkron + Brightspace
e CSU: CampusNet + Blackboard
e KSU: Flashline + Canvas

When taking a course at a consortium university (not your gateway), the consortium university
may create special credentials for you to access their LMS. Once you’ve been registered into a
course, contact that university’s technical services’ help desk (or at UofA, speak to your instructor)
regarding access to the learning management system:

e UofA: Information Technology Services (ITS)
e (CSU: Information Services and Technology (IS&T)
e KSU: Information Technology (IT)

If you run into problems accessing any LMS, be sure to tell your course instructor directly
before or on the first day of class. Ensure that your course instructor has your preferred email, as the
university will often share the credential they created for you for their system if that takes place. Some
instructors choose not to use the electronic learning management systems, and use email instead,
but it depends on the course. At UofA, cross-registered students will use their gateway email account
for logging in to Brightspace, set up by Online Learning Services.

Accessibility and accommodations

If you have a disability or accessibility need related to learning, physical health, mental
health, or another condition, you are entitled to reasonable accommodations through your gateway
university. Each campus has an accessibility office that can help you register, submit documentation,
and access support services during your time in the program. Optional SAS orientation sessions are
offered in August, both in person and online. Students are encouraged to contact their campus office
early, even if they are unsure whether they qualify, to explore available resources and support.

o UofA Office of Accessibility, access@uakron.edu, (330) 972-7928
e CSU Office of Disability and Testing Services, ods@csuohio.edu, (216) 687-2015
e KSU Student Accessibility Services (SAS), sas@kent.edu, (330) 672-3391
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Appendix

Student responsibilities and conduct policies

All students are expected to be aware of and abide by the policies particular to their gateway
university and English department regarding registration, enrollment, graduation, and assistantships
or other funding. By enrolling in the NEOMFA program, you also acknowledge that you have read,
understood, and agree to abide by the guidelines outlined in this handbook. This includes adherence
to the NEOMFA Community Agreement and the NEOMFA Guidelines for Conflict Resolution. Not
following these policies may result in academic or administrative consequences, as determined by
the program and its partner institutions.

Program statements

¢ NEOMFA Community Agreement [PDF]
e NEOMFA Guidelines for Conflict Resolution [PDF]

Academic honesty

All students are expected to perform their creative and academic work according to
standards set by the faculty members, departments, schools, and colleges of their gateway
university. Cheating and plagiarism constitute fraudulent misrepresentation for which no credit can
be given and for which appropriate sanctions are warranted and will be applied. Gateway university
policies regarding academic honesty can be found via the links below.

e The University of Akron: Office of Student Conduct and Community Standards
e Cleveland State University: Academic Integrity
e Kent State University: Academic Misconduct

Official student forms

Find all at https://neomfa.org/handbook-and-forms:

e Student Contact Form [Google Form]

e Student Advising Form [PDF]

e Cross-Registration Form [PDF]

e Thesis Committee Form [PDF]

e Program Graduation Form [PDF]

e Thesis Completion and Defense Form [PDF]

Disability accommodations and nondiscrimination

AlWLNEOMFA consortium universities have established policies of nondiscrimination based on
disability in education and employment and provide reasonable accessibility and accommodations
for persons with disabilities.

The NEOMFA program complies with all university policies on disability accommodations and
affirmative action in regard to classes and activities held on campuses. Each campus has an office of
accessibility (linked in the online Gateway Guide at https://neomfa.org/gateway-guide) that students
from that campus can contact for accommodations.
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However, if a student needs special accommodations for accessibility on a campus other
than their own, they will need to be in touch with the Office of Accessibility for that campus in
coordination with their gateway university accessibility office.

The NEOMFA complies with the strict nondiscrimination policies established by each of the
consortium universities. Although the specific language of these policies varies from university to
university, each provides equal treatment for all students regardless of race, color, religion, gender,
sexual orientation, national origin, age, disability, or veteran status.

Leave of absence

NEOMFA students in good standing may request a one-semester leave of absence from the
program.

A NEOMFA student wishing to request a leave of absence will initiate the process by
discussing the leave with their campus coordinator. Next, the student will send a letter to formally
request a leave of absence to the NEOMFA program director and executive committee. The letter
should outline the circumstances for the leave. In most cases, the student will request a leave of
absence before time away from the program. However, the NEOMFA does recognize that retroactive
leaves of absence may be warranted in certain circumstances and will address them on a case-by-
case basis. Students wishing to delay studies for more than one semester must reapply to the
NEOMFA by resubmitting the creative portfolio and statement of goals and undergoing a reevaluation
by the admissions committee.

This leave of absence policy relates to the NEOMFA program only and is not a policy created
or enforced by the graduate schools of the three universities. The leave of absence is connected to
the separate NEOMFA admissions process that is required for students to matriculate in the
program.

The NEOMFA reserves the right to nullify a student’s NEOMFA admissions acceptance based
on an unsuccessful appeal for leave of absence or a leave of absence that exceeds one semester.
This does not necessarily mean that the student will lose graduate student status at the gateway,
however, as itis only a revocation of NEOMFA student status. Graduate school policies may vary. Any
questions about the leave of absence policy should be directed to the NEOMFA program director.

Transfer credits

A maximum of 9 credit hours from a previously uncompleted degree may be applied toward
the NEOMFA. Coursework transferred to the NEOMFA degree must be appropriate for the course of
study and will be subject to advisor approval. Students should also consult the individual gateway
university for any additional transfer credit policies. NEOMFA students will have six years from the
date of their earliest transferred credit to complete all coursework for the degree.

Course and program feedback

Course evaluations are an important way to share your experience and help improve the
quality of instruction. They provide instructors and departments with valuable feedback, support
future students in making informed choices, and strengthen the program overall. Evaluations are
typically administered by the consortium university where the course is held. Students are usually
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asked to complete course evaluations before finals and grading. Faculty receive access to
completed evaluations only after final grades have been submitted.

Program reviews and surveys: In addition to campus-specific course evaluations, the
NEOMFA may provide additional program-specific evaluations or surveys. These evaluations provide
important feedback to faculty for continuous course improvement.

Graduate exit interview survey: Graduating students may be asked to complete an
anonymous NEOMFA exit interview survey after graduation. These evaluations serve as a measure for
continuous assessment and improvement of the NEOMFA program.

Please contact the program office at info@neomfa.org for questions or concerns related to
providing feedback.

H#H#
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